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PREFATORY STATEMENT 


By THE SECRETARY 


ie obedience to the instructions of the North American Pre- 
paratory Conference, held at Garden City, Long Island, New 
York, U.S. A., January 4-6, 1916, to consider the Plan proposed 
by Mr. George Zabriskie, a member of the Commission of the 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, for further 
procedure with regard to the World Conference on Faith and 
Order, the Secretary begs to submit to all the members of all 
the Commissions and Committees which have been appointed to 
cooperate in arranging for and conducting the World Conference 
the following documents approved by the North American Pre- 
paratory Conference. 

The Plan proposed by Mr. Zabriskie was submitted in June and 
July, 1915, to all the members of all the Commissions and Com- 
mittees which had then been appointed, in the hope that sugges- 
tions in regard to it might be received in time for consideration 
by this North American Preparatory Conference. That Confer- 
ence was called because it was thought that a joint consideration 
by members of the North American Commissions would result in 
more satisfactory action and would eliminate some of the delay 
which is inevitable in the discussion of a project by correspond- 
ence. With some amendments the North American Commissions 
approved the Plan submitted; and they trust that it will meet 
the approval of their brethren in other lands. 

There were present at Garden City representatives of the Com- 
missions and Committees of the following Communions: 

The Episcopal Church, the Church of England in Canada, the 
Northern Baptist Convention, the Seventh Day Baptist General 
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Conference, the National Council of Congregational Churches, the 
Disciples of Christ, the Friends, the General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Moravian Church in America (Northern Province), the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. A., the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S., the United Presbyterian Church of North America, the 
Executive Committee of the Executive Commission of the Alli- 
ance of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian System 
(Western or American Section), and the Reformed Church in the 
United States. A stenographic report of the proceedings, not, how- 
ever, revised by the speakers, has been sent to all the members 
of all the Commissions and Committees now appointed through- 
out the world. 

The vote directing the transmission of these documents was 
as follows: 

The North American Preparatory Conference directs the Sec- 
retary to transmit the above Plan (7.e. the Plan for the World 
Conference) ' to the several Commissions, Committees or other 
official representatives of the several Communions, either al- 
ready or hereafter appointed, with the request that they take 
such action as is provided for in the Plan. All communications 
from the several Commissions, Committees or other official 
representatives shall then be transmitted by the Secretary to 
the Codperating Committee” until the Council is fully organ- 
ized. 

It has seemed desirable, in transmitting the Plan for the World 
Conference,? to include the Declaration, the Statements of the 
Spiritual Basis of the World Conference and of the Place and 
Function of the North American Preparatory Conference, as well 
as the plan for the North American Preparation Committee, the 
reason for such inclusion being the hope that they will tend to 


~\ 
1 See page 10. 


2 By another resolution the name of the body heretofore known as the Advisory Com-_ 
mittee was changed to the Codperating Committee. 


3 See page 10. 
[2] 


make clear the object and method of the world-wide Plan. 'To the 
same end, certain explanations by Mr. Zabriskie are appended. 

This document is sent as a constructive suggestion as to fur- 
ther procedure in the matter of the World Conference, with the 
earnest request that it may receive the prompt and careful con- 
sideration of all the Commissions and Committees, and in the 
hope that, either in its present form or as it may be amended, it 
may receive that world-wide assent which alone can give it a final 
and ecumenical character. 

Notice of action taken in respect to the world-wide Plan and 
any suggestions or inquiries in regard to it should be sent as 
promptly as possible to the Secretary, 

| Rosert H. Garpiner, 
Post Office Box 1153, 
Gardiner, Maine, U.S. A. 
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DECLARATION 


IVE years ago the plan of a World Conference of Christian 

Churches was first proposed. We did not dream then that na- 
tion was about to rise against nation and that there would be the 
present great tribulation, such as hath not been from the begin- 
ning of the world until now. The catastrophe which has fallen 
upon modern civilization may be hastening the time for a united 
Church to come forth as one power and with one obedience to 
make the rule of Christianity the law of the nations. For this end 
we may devoutly trust that beyond all foresight of men a higher 
leading may prove to have been in the call for a gathering of 
representatives of Christian Churches of every name and from 
all lands as the next step toward unity. Its appointed hour shall 
come when the war shall have burnt itself out. In the new age, 
born of the travail of the nations, shall be found the new occa- 
sion for the Christian reconstruction of society. The vastness of 
the opportunity is the measure of the obligation of the Church 
of Christ. It is now the bounden duty of organized Christianity, 
in repentance for its sins, and with an entire devotion, to make 
ready the way of the Lord. For the American Churches this su- 
preme obligation begins at home. To do our full part we must 
study seriously, as we never have done before, the things that 
make for peace. In the profound humility of the highest and 
hence broadest vision of the Church of God and its world-wide 
mission in this generation, as representatives of our respective 
Communions we would here renew our mutual assurances of co- 
operation in promoting the ends of the World Conference, and 
declare our earnest expectation that through the way of confer- 
ence, which we have entered, we may be led to know what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God for His Church 
throughout the world. 


SPIRITUAL BASIS OF THE WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


I. The basis of the proposed World Conference is the faith of the 
whole Church, as created by Christ, resting on the Incarnation 
and continued from age to age by His indwelling Life until He 
comes. 

II. The invitation of the World Conference appeals directly to 
the Christian conviction of the essential and indestructible whole- 
ness of the one Church of God throughout the world. “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches,” said the Lord to His disciples. “Christ’s 
Body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all,” said the Apostle 
to the Gentiles. “ Fellowship with us in the life that was mani- 
fested,” declared St. John. This primitive Christian consciousness 
of the oneness of the Church found expression in the earliest use 
of the word Catholic: ‘ Wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the 
Catholic Church,” said Ignatius at the beginning of the first cen- 
tury after Christ. This abiding consciousness of the oneness of 
the Church was confessed in the creed of the ancient Catholic 
Church. It remains alike in the faith of the Holy Orthodox East- 
ern Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. Notwithstanding 
the controversies of the period of the Reformation, these great 
words are ever repeated throughout the confessions and declara- 
tions of faith of the different Communions, “One holy universal 
Church, the communion and assembly of all the saints, ... the 
unity of the Catholic Church;”? “One catholic or universal 
Church;”? “which Kirk is catholic, that is, universal;”* “The 
catholic or universal Church;”* “One Church in the world ;”> 
“The holy universal Christian Church;”° “'The visible Catho- 
lique Church of Christ;”? ‘We believe in the holy catholic 
Church;” ® “‘ Also they believe and teach that one Holy Church 


is to continue forever.” ? 


1 First Helvetic Conf. (1536). 2 Belgic Conf. (1561). 3 Scotch Conf. (1560). 
4 Westminster Conf. (1647), also Conf. of the English Baptists (1677). 

® Conf. of the Waldenses (1655). 6 Raster Litany of the Moravian Church (1749). 

7 Savoy Declaration, Cong. (1658). 8 Declaration of the National Cong. Council (1871). 


® Augsburg Conf. (1530). The Methodist definition of the Church is the same as that of the . 
Church of England. Similar citations might be added from the various catechisms and 
other minor or repeated declarations of faith. 
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III. The call of the Spirit of Christianity for a World Confer- 
ence at this epochal hour is given in Our Lord’s new command- 
ment of love; it is the call of Christ’s love for a whole Church to 
carry salvation to the whole world. 

IV. The Method of Conference. It is simple as it is most Chris- 
tian. It is for each communion to think and to act in terms of 
the whole. It is positive; for in and through our relation to the 
whole Church may we rightly and finally determine our relations 
to one another. It is negative only in so far as it protests against 
the fact of continued schism. 


THE PLACE AND FUNCTION 
OF THE NORTH AMERICAN PREPARATORY 
CONFERENCE 


This work is initiative and preparatory, but not final or determi- 
native for the North American Preparatory Conference or other 
Conferences. No action taken by this Conference should be con- 
strued as in any way limiting the power of the Council of Com- 
missions, when it is appointed, to arrange for and conduct the 


proposed World Conference. 


THE PREPARATION FOR THE WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


The measures which require determination and the means to be 
adopted for the ends desired may be summarized as follows: 

The Preparation of the Subject-Matter for the World Confer- 
ence, 

We have to consider what we may do to secure the contribu- 
tions to it from all the Communions participating in the World 
Conference. These will comprise statements of the general agree- 
ments and chief divisive differences, the reconciling principles and 
all possible working plans and approximations toward unity. 


En) 


In general, the larger questions for conference are related to 
these subjects: 


I. The Church, its nature and functions. 
II. The Catholic Creeds, as the safeguard of the Faith of the 
Church. 
III. Grace and the Sacraments in general. 
IV. The Ministry, its nature and functions. 
V. Practical questions connected with the missionary and 
other administrative functions of the Church. 


We are not prepared to discuss these problems until diligent 
search shall have been made in all directions for the ways and 
means of reconciliation. Not to set our most competent men at 
this work together would be for us to be found wanting in the 
church statesmanship which existing conditions require. For the 
World Conference to meet without such preparation might be 
for it to end in confusion of tongues. It is desirable that some 
initiative in this direction should no longer be delayed. 


NORTH AMERICAN PREPARATION 
COMMITTEE 


I. The members resident in North America of the Codperating 
Committee in conjunction with the Commission of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church shall appoint a committee of five or more of its 
members, who shall appoint as soon as possible a Preparation 
Committee of theologians, canonists and other persons, who need 
not be members of the Codperating Committee. The Preparation 
Committee shall be deemed a sub-committee of the Codperating 
Committee. Vacancies may be filled and additional members may 
be appointed by the Chairman of the Codperating Committee on 
the recommendation of the Preparation Committee. 

II. It shall be the duty of the Preparation Committee to secure 
from each of the Commissions in North America the following 
data: 3 

(1) a formulation of questions touching Faith and Order, in ~ 
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accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the general Plan, 
which reads as follows: | 
3. Each Commission, Committee or other official representative 
shall proceed, with such expert assistance as it may think fit, to 
gee the propositions of Faith and Order which it considers 
to be 
(a) held in common by its own Communion and the rest of 
Christendom, and 
(6) held by its own Communion as its special trust, and the 
ground upon which it stands apart from other Commun- 
10ns. 
Two or more Commissions, Committees or other official repre- 
sentatives may unite in formulating propositions. 

(2) to compile with respect to each Communion a bibliogra- 

phy of works of recognized value tending to expound its teach- 

ings; | 

(3) to prepare a report exhibiting the agreements and the dif- 

ferences between the several Communions; 

(4) to enlist the codperation of each Commission ; 

(5) to report to the Codperating Committee from time to time. 

III. The Preparation Committee shall be at liberty to suggest 
such topics, propositions or questions touching Faith and Order 
as in the light of its studies it may think suitable for considera- 
tion by the World Conference. 

IV. The material collected by the Preparation Committee shall 
be at the disposal of the Council of Commissions * whenever it shall 
be organized. 

The Preparation Committee may also appoint such committees 
as it may deem advisable. 

V. The Preparation Committee may promote conferences of 
representative men of different Communions in the interests of 
the World Conference. 

VI. The Preparation Committee may appoint a publication 
committee. : 

VII. The Preparation Committee shall convene meetings of the 
North American Preparatory Conference whenever it shall deem 
it expedient. 


1 See the Plan for the World Conference, page 10. 
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The North American Preparatory Conference, meeting at Garden 
City, New York, January 4-6, 1916, adopts the following plan 
of procedure in preparation for the World Conference on Faith 
and Order: 


PLAN FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE 


1. A Council of the Commissions or Committees or other official 
representatives of the participating Communions shall be formed. 

Each Commission or Committee or other authority shall be 
entitled to appoint one delegate, and, in the first instance or from 
time to time, to appoint one additional delegate for each half 
million communicants of its own Communion, not to exceed fifty 
delegates in all: provided, that the common convenience be con- 
sulted by appointing no more delegates than are deemed neces- 
sary to adequate representation. Each Commission or Committee 
or other authority shall provide for filling vacancies in its own 
delegation. | 

2. The Convener of the Council shall be the delegate, or, if 
more than one delegate be appointed, the senior delegate of the 
Commission of the Episcopal Church in the United States, unless 
otherwise ordered by that Commission. Whatever number of dele- 
gates respond to the call shall be competent for the transaction 
of business. The Council shall organize, elect officers and appoint 
committees, and adopt rules of procedure, as it shall think fit. 
Any Commission from time to time may appoint any person not 
a member of the Council to act in place of any representative of 
such Commission not able to attend any meeting or meetings. 

Absolute unanimity shal] not be necessary to the determina- 
tions of the Council; but, after the analogy of the ancient canons, 
it shall endeavor to act, so far as practicable, with substantial 
unanimity. : 

3. Each Commission, Committee or other official representa- 
tive shall proceed, with such expert assistance as it may think fit, 
to formulate the propositions of Faith and Order which it con- 
siders to be 
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(a) held in common by its own Communion and the rest of Chris- 
tendom, and 

(6) held by its own Communion as its special trust, and the 
ground upon which it stands apart from other Communions. 

Two or more Commissions, Committees or other official repre- 
sentatives may unite in formulating propositions. 

4. The Council shall select a Board of Advisers. Care shall be 
taken that the several families of Christian Faith and Order be 
adequately and justly represented on the Board: not necessarily 
that one or more Advisers be chosen from each Communion of 
Christendom, but that one or more shail be chosen from at least 
each of the generic groups into which Christendom is divided. 

The propositions of Faith and Order formulated by the sev- 
eral Commissions, Committees or other official representatives 
shall be referred to the Board of Advisers, who shall deduce the 
points that appear to be held substantially in common and those 
which appear to be regarded as grounds for separate organization. 
The Council may also appoint such other committees as it may 
deem advisable. 

5. As each successive Communion associates itself with the 
movement for a World Conference, its Commission or Committee 
or other official representatives shall proceed to formulate its own 
propositions. The Council (which from time to time will be aug- 
mented by the addition of representatives of other Communions 
as they come in) will increase the number of members of the Board 
of Advisers as circumstances require; and this Board shall con- 
tinue to coordinate the propositions of the several Communions 
as they are received. 

6. Whenever the Council shall deem it opportune, the Board 
of Advisers shall be invited to state questions of Faith and Order 
for the consideration of the World Conference. Upon their re- 
ports the questions shall be formulated by the Council, subject 
to revision and amendment by its authority as circumstances shall 
require. 

7. The Council shall have power to designate the time and 
place for holding the Conference and to make the necessary ar- 
rangements. The Call of the Conference, and other communica- 
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tions relative to it, shall be issued to the participating Commun- 
ions by the Council, or under its amthorization. 

8. Each participating Communion shall appoint its own dep- 
uties to the Conference in its own way. The basis of representa- 
tion in the Conference shall be determined by the Council at the 
time of the call thereof. 

9. The questions formulated for the consideration of the Con- 
ference shall there be discussed with a view to bringing about 
an effectual mutual understanding of existing agreements and dif- 
ferences between Christian Communions concerning questions of 
Faith and Order, as the next step toward unity. 

10. Amendments to this plan may be proposed to the Council 
by any Commission or Committee or other official representative; _ 
and if approved by the Council, either in the form proposed or 
with variations, they shall take effect and the plan shall there- 
upon be amended accordingly. 
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APPENDIX 


HERE follow extracts from the remarks of Mr. Zabriskie made 
upon presenting the foregoing plans and in the course of the 
discussion thereon. 

After speaking of the Ecumenical Councils, properly so-called, be- 
ginning with that of Nicaea, and pointing out that they were Councils 
of the one, undivided Church, Mr. Zabriskie said : “There is one thing, 
besides, which largely distinguishes the Conference we have in view 
from any ecumenical gathering held in the past, and that point has 
been adverted to more than once this morning. The Conference which 
we have in view is destitute of power to legislate. That is to say, 
the conclusions which may be reached by that gathering are not of 
their own operation binding upon the constituents of those who shall 
attend it. It differs in other respects from the Councils which have 
been held in the past, but that is an outstanding mark of difference. 

“The task in which we are engaged is not to reproduce quite the 
form, not to reproduce quite the substance, of any of the Councils of 
the undivided Church, because our purpose is not identical; but when 
we consider that the task which we have set before us is to convene 
the whole of Christendom in conference in order that the mind of each 
part of Christendom shall be made clearer to every other part, in order 
that the principles of faith which every section of Christendom holds 
as its peculiar trust and charge may be made clear to every other part 
of Christendom, so that each portion of the Church Universal shall 
understand plainly what is the thing which makes one a Presbyterian 
and one a Methodist and one a Roman Catholic and one a Lutheran; 
when we consider that this is our task, Mr. Moderator, the magnitude 
of it, the dignity of it, the tremendous importance of it, rests upon us 
like a burden which we seem to ourselves unable to carry. 

“Tt will be evident from this document that it has in view the whole 
Christian world and all Christian denominations as the constituent 
bodies by whom the preparations for the World Conference shall be 
made. 

“The Bishop of Chicago pointed out last evening very clearly that 
we have to consider not merely those Communions who now have 
given their adherence to the movement, but those also who shall come 
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in hereafter; and in any scheme which we; may approve we must make 
it perfectly clear that those who come in after this time are not to be 
foreclosed of their proper representation and their proper influence in 
the arrangements which shall finally be made. For that reason the 
scope of this plan has taken on the large dimensions which the text 
of the Plan discloses. We are now, however, in face of the situation 
which has been created by the adherence of fifty-seven different 
Communions to the project for the World Conference. 

“Should this Plan, or anything like it, prove to be acceptable to 
those Commissions who have come into the movement, it will take a 
long time to carry it into effect. Meanwhile, what are our fifty-seven 
Commissions going to do? We all are impatient. We all feel that, hav- 
ing been charged with the task of making efforts to bring about the 
World Conference, we ought to be busy, we ought to be doing some- 
thing to bring it about. We cannot stop—such is the conviction of 
the members of many of the Commissions—we cannot stop to take 
the first step until all the Communions of Christendom shall have 
been invited, for, were we to do that, time, which is golden, and oppor- 
tunity, which is to-day, will be thrown away. 

“Can we find any means for making use of the golden day and the 
instant opportunity to help on this work? With that object in view, 
suggestions have been made that those Commissions in North Amer- 
ica who already have come into the movement and who are here 
to-day represented, may find some method of employing themselves 
usefully in furthering the movement, in elucidating the object in 
view, in collecting their thoughts to formulate steps, without at all 
infringing the liberty which shall reside in the whole body of Com- 
munions when they shall have come into the movement, and yet in 
a way which shall be helpful when they shall have come in. 

“Tt is obvious that the fifty-seven Commissions now existing can- 
not all come together to discuss the methods of preparation for the 
World Conference, and that when that number shall have been in- 
creased, as we hope it may be increased, to a much greater number, 
the difficulties of coming together will be multiplied. Those difficul- 
ties evidently consist partly in the geographical hindrances, partly 
in hindrances arising from divergent thoughts, habits, languages, 
modes of thinking and of expression. Therefore this Plan contem- 
plates that a central body shall be constituted to represent all those 
Commissions which now exist; and all the other Commissions which 
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hereafter may be appointed shall have the same privilege of appoint- 
ing members of that central committee which the Commissions now 
existing have. 

“That committee, by whatever name it shall be called, really will 
perform the functions of an executive committee of all the Commis- 
sions. That executive committee necessarily must be pretty large, 
because it must contain representatives of all the Commissions who 
shall wish to be represented upon it. And it will be so constituted, 
in all probability, that it cannot conveniently perform the important 
task of formulating for consideration and for discussion at the Con- 
ference of all Christian bodies those things which will have to be con- 
sidered: I mean to say the points of Faith and of Order which then 
will be the subject of debate. 

“It really is necessary that that work shall be done by a compara- 
tively small body of persons who are peculiarly qualified, who know 
something about canon law and about theology; about history; per- 
sons who have some knowledge of the ethnical as well as the reli- 
gious diversities by which Christendom is separated. Therefore, the 
Plan provides that when the central executive committee shall have 
been constituted it shall, in its turn, name what is denominated in 
this paper a Board of Advisers; and it will be the duty of that Board 
of Advisers to do the serious work of preparing the subjects for dis- 
cussion and to collect the material upon which discussions shall be 
based. 

“It is implied in the scope of the Plan that to make ready for the 
final Conference there shall be preparation of papers, there shall be 
appointments of committees to study questions, there shall be re- 
ports, and, in all necessary ways, the material shall be put in shape 
for the consideration of the Conference when it meets. It has not 
been thought necessary to specify all the particular forms of activity 
which devolve upon such an advisory board. It has been designed to 
give them such large power that they could do their work in that 
way which shall appear to be most effective. 

“Furthermore, the Plan looks forward, over the lapse doubtless of _ 
some years, to a time when that Board of Advisers shall have prac- 
tically completed their work, and then the questions will have to 
be determined by the executive committee, where the Conference 
shall be held, how it shall be brought together, by what authority 
the invitations shall go out, and all such matters of administrative or 
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mechanical detail as have to be attended to with reference to a con- 
ference. It lays out a large plan of action, without attempting to em- 
barrass it by details which, at the present time, we are not in a posi- 
tion to foresee. It is designed to be so elastic as to take account of 
circumstances and changes as they arrive. It is designed, at the same 
time, to be so firm in its outline as to secure to every participating 
Communion that complete measure of liberty which is necessary to 
satisfy every Communion that shall consent to take part and, at the 
same time, to impose no unnecessary restraint on any Communion, 
having regard to the numbers of people who must be employed and 
the enormous task that lies before them. 

“T have said that this Plan has received the consideration of 
the Commission of the Episcopal Church. Perhaps it is superfluous, 
but even at the risk of saying what is needless, I ask leave now to 
say that the Commission of the Episcopal Church has no desire to 
arrogate to itself any direction or control of the movement that we 
are engaged in. It is the desire of that Commission that all the par- 
ticipating Communions should work together and should control it 
in common. Nevertheless, I deem it right to say, on behalf of that 
Commission, that it stands ready to perform such service looking to 
the common end which we have in view as the participating Com- 
munions may desire to charge it with.” 

In reply to a question whether, if some Church should, for any 
reason, decline to appoint a Commission, and some individual mem- 
bers or theologians of that Church should ask permission to attend 
the Conference, it would be competent for the Conference to admit 
them, Mr. Zabriskie said: “I believe there is nothing in this Plan 
which would limit the freedom of the general convening committee 
to admit such persons, if they thought fit; but still, further, I appre- 
hend that the question whether or not volunteers should be admitted 
to the Conference would rest with the Conference itself.” 

In the discussion as to the numerical basis of representation in the 
Council, Mr. Zabriskie said: “I should have been entirely disposed to 
reduce the number of this central Council much below the figures 
which the Plan involves, had it appeared just and fair. A small coun- 
cil naturally can transact business more conveniently than a large 
one can; but the controlling reason which appears to make it neces- 
sary to have a pretty large number as the basis of representation is 
that we are going to deal with some very large Communions. We 
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cannot think of the Roman Catholic Church, for example, as being 
other than a single Communion. For that reason, while making pro- 
vision that every Communion should have one representative at the 
least, it seems desirable to restrict the quota upon which representa- 
tives could be multiplied, to such a number as fairness and justice 
would tolerate. 

“Upon those considerations, it seems to me best, then, to keep the 
Council as small as is consistent with fair representation all around.”’ 

Dr. John R. Mott questioned the wisdom of the provision in the 
original draft that members of the Council might attend meetings 
and vote by proxy. He suggested a provision for alternate delegates, 
to secure the continuous attention and therefore attendance of the 
strong men of each of the Communions. 

In reply Mr. Zabriskie said: “The difficulty about Dr. Mott’s pro- 
posal is largely topographical. ‘There are Commissions now in Austra- 
lia, several of them; and in South Africa, in Asia and in other parts 
of the world that are very remote from any place where this Council 
could meet. It is quite possible that meetings will be held, meetings 
that are necessary, and yet which will not be required to determine 
vital things. 

“It certainly would be a great convenience if the Commissions or 
some of the Commissions in Australasia, in Japan, in Africa, might put 
their proxies in the hands of some representatives of some other Com- 
missions whose seat is so much nearer to the place of meeting that 
they could attend. Otherwise, in most cases, I fear that delegates from 
Australasia would neither attend nor be represented. That matter, it 
seems to me, works for convenience, and it is wholly at the option of 
any Commission whether or not they shall exercise this power.” 

The Rev. W. H. Roberts, D.D., having asked how the proposed 
Board of Advisers differs from the Advisory Committee, Mr. Zabriskie 
replied: “This is a Board of Advisers to the Council of the Commis- 
sions. The Advisory Committee which we have been talking about is 
the Committee which is in existence now, appointed for the purpose 
of advising the Commission of the Episcopal Church. It is now known 
as the Codperating Committee. 

“The function of the Board of Advisers, as stated in He Plan, is 
to bring together and coérdinate the various propositions of Faith 
and Order which the several Communions through their Commissions 
shall send in.” 
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Dr. Herring asked whether, in the provision that the Board of 
Advisers shall deduce from the statements sent in by the several Com- 
missions the points that appear to be held substantially in common, 
etc., the sole point of view was that the Board of Advisers should be 
equipped for the formulation of topics. 

Mr. Zabriskie replied : “I would not say it is the sole point in view; 
but perhaps it may be said that upon that point it is all focussed; 
because the bringing together of those propositions which the vari- 
ous Commissions shall send in will give material for the putting down 
in, so to speak, pictorial form, when adequately done, all the concur- 
rences and the differences in Christendom: which, taken by itself, will 
be an object of no small value.” 

The original draft provided that the Board of Advisers “shall 
deduce from”’ the various statements sent in by the Commissions the 
points of agreement and difference. There was much discussion as to 
the substitution of some other phrase and as to the object of the 
provision. 

Mr. Zabriskie said: “I should like to explain why it was put in the 
form in which it stands. The scheme of this Plan is that each Com- 
munion, through its own Commission, shall say for itself what it be- 
lieves with regard to Faith and Order. All those reports will then be 
brought in to this Board of Advisers. The object of this clause which 
we are now talking about is to enable the Board to deduce from 
what these Communions say about themselves their concurrences and 
their divergencies; and it seems to me that this quite properly is their 
function. They ought to take the expositions which each Commis- 
sion gives of its own Faith and its own Order and what it means, to 
the people who are going to judge the concurrences or differences or 
deduce them from the original sources which are furnished by each 
Communion.” 

A motion was made to strike out the provision in the original draft 
that the questions shall be discussed at the Conference with a view 
to ascertain whether the several points of Faith or of Order which 
shall appear to be regarded by any Communion as its special trust 
stand in the way of an organic union of Christendom, and, if they do, 
in what manner and to what extent they are susceptible of explana- 
tion or adjustment. 

Mr. Zabriskie: “I venture to say that it appears to me desirable to 
retain this clause. It does not limit the freedom of the Conference. 
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It points out, so that all the world may see, what the Conference is 
for. We are trying to find out how far the differences between the 
different parties of Christendom are real, when we come to think 
of them and talk them over with each other— how far those differ- 
ences may constitute insuperable obstacles in the way of the unity of 
Christendom. It seems to me that it would be unwise to obscure that 
issue. 

“T take it that the expression of a theory upon which the ques- 
tions of Faith and Order shall be discussed is entirely in accord with 
the mandate which has been conferred by our various constituent 
Churches upon us who are here. 

“T think we ought not in the least to depart from that theory. We 
are not trying to lay down a formula of unity, but we are trying to 
discover whether those obstacles which keep us apart are valid, and 
the Conference ought to be directed to that end.” 

The suggestion was made that the Plan should not contain any 
instructions to the Conference. 

Mr. Zabriskie said: “It appears to me that it is right and proper that 
we should try to express what we conceive to be the duty of the Con- 
ference. All this programme leads up to the Conference, and it ought 
not to omit to say whereto it all tends. While for our own informa- 
tion it might not be strictly necessary to add the conclusion, never- 
theless, for the information of all whom it may concern, now and 
in the future, it does seem to me highly imprudent to omit from 
such a document as this the object in view. We must lay our hands, we 
must focus our minds, upon what that Conference is designed to do 
when it comes together. And therefore I am sorry I cannot accept 
the amendment.” 

The question having been asked whether the North American Plan 
would duplicate the work of the World Conference, Mr. Zabriskie re- 
plied: “Mr. Moderator, I think it would not. You see, our suggestion 
is that in North America we have a good many Commissions already 
waiting to do something, already desirous, in whatever way they can, 
to contribute toward reaching the goal to which we are all destined. 
Some of these Commissions have been waiting five years or more; 
others have been waiting a shorter time. At the same time we recog- 
nize the fact that the larger part of Christendom neither has expressed 
its adherence to the movement nor has had an opportunity to express 
it. The invitations to take part in the movement have not gone out to 
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the majority of Christendom, and for some time they cannot go out 
effectively. | 

“Therefore the design of this subordinate Plan is to make such 
progress as may be by the Commissions already constituted, with the 
thought that whatever results they do achieve in research, in compi- 
lation, in clearing the positions, shall be contributed to the Council 
when that Council is formed, and to that extent shall aid in the work 
which the Council shall have to do. 

“This paper before us does not in the least contemplate a North 
American Conference. What it does provide for is a North American 
Preparation Committee, tending to aid the Council of tiie Commis- 
sions in preparing for the World Conference. 

“In North America some of us now, some of the North American 
Commissions, are in a position to begin to do something looking 
toward the World Conference — not to a North American Conference 
—and this paper simply is designed to show how something may be 
accomplished to that end.” 
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